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consideration for the goods which they had pillaged.
The British commandant of the fort received the packs of
beaver, and in return he assured the Pillagers of his good
will and friendship towards them, and strengthened his
words by giving their leader a medal, flag, coat, and bale
of goods, at the same time requesting that he would not
unfurl his flag, nor distribate his goods, until hearrived into
his own country.

With this injunction, the Pillager chief complied, till
he landed at Fond du Lae, where, anxious to display the
great consequence to which the medal and presents of the
British had raised him in his own estimation, he formally
called his followers to a council,and putting on his chief’s
coat, and unfurling his flag, he untied his bale of goods,
and freely distributed to his fellows. Shortly after, he was
taken suddenly sick, and retiring to the woods, he expired
by himself, as the discovery of his remains afterwards
indicated. All of those who had received a portion of the
goods also fell sick, one after another, and died. The
sickness became general, and spreading to different vil-
lages, its fearful ravages took off a large number of the
tribe. It proved to be the smallpox, and many of the
Ojibways believed, and it is a common saying to this day,
that the white men purposely inflicted it on them by
secreting bad medicine in the bale of goods, in punishment
for the pillage which the Leech Lake band had committed
on one of their traders.

This was a serious charge, and in order to ascertain if it
was really entertained by the more enlightened and think-
ing portions of the tribe, I have made particular inquiries,
and flatter myself that T have obtained from the intelligent
old chief of the Pillagers, a truthful account of the manner
in which the smallpox was, on this occasion, actually intro-
duced among the Ojibways. ~



